
Philippians 3:17-21

Strangers and Pilgrims

Hebrews 11:8-16

Examples of identity at work

o America's Cup 1983/ National defeat in war

o Why do those things like to a person's personal sense of pride or
shame?

• What is identity all about?

o May be associated with occupation, achievements, tribe, gender or
sexuality.

o Identity is the way I orientate to face the world. It's the platform

on which I stand to face life.

o Identity gives me a sense of self, of knowing who I am and of self-

worth and status. Identity is all inward.

Why does identity have such a deep hold on our lives?

o Identity goes to the core of our sense of self worth

o When my identity is praised or seen to be succeeding, then I can

feel elation.

이 When that things that supports my identity is threatened,

criticised or defeated, then emotions can become very strained.

o Tribal violence and international conflicts as examples.

o The Jews had a strong sense of cultural identity as the chosen

people of God.

How the gospel changes our sense of identity in such profound ways

o The story of Abraham called out to Canaan.

o The country is promised to him and yet he is a “stranger and a

pilgrim. He didn't try to assimilate with it.

o He was content to be a stranger because he was looking ahead to

something more permanent. Something yet to come.

o His old identities he has left behind - he is now an heir of the

promises of God. A citizen of heaven.
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So the followers of God are free to love their country, but they

don't have to be in love with it. They don't have to be proud of it -

they can support a different team when that team is in the right.

They can serve the needs of their nation without having to be

emotionally dependent on its fortunes.

Everyone wants a home - but we were made for heaven and for

God. And unless we find our "home" in him, our sense of self will

be forever unstable and conflicted.


